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Az aquincumi polgdrvaros teriiletén, az Un. északkeleti,
ipari-kereskedelmi negyedben (az A és D utcdk, vala-
mint a Keled Ut és Sujtds utca altal hatarolt terlletré-
szen), illetve a régi muzeumtdl keletre, a D utca déli
oldaldn 2020. junius 16. — augusztus 13. k6zo6tt fémde-
tektorral miszeres lel6helyfelderitést végeztiink. A ku-
tatds dsszesen kb. 7400 m2-t érintett, az un. I., XXVI.,
XXVIL, XXV, XXIX., XXX. és XXXI., valamint a XXXIL.,
XXX, XXXIV. és XXXV. éplletek teriletét. (1. kep) A
fémkeresézés kozvetett oka, hogy rovid- és kozépta-
von mindkét terlileten terveziink kontroll-dsatdsokat, és
az ilyen mddon ujra feltart épuletek miemléki bemuta-
tdsat. A munka sordn a fémkeresé muszerrel szisztema-
tikusan pdsztaztuk at a kordbban csak részben kutatott
éplletek helyét (fels6 20—30 cm, kordbbi asatdsok altal
mar bolygatott talajrétegben), illetve azokat a kisebb-na-
gyobb medddéhanydkat, amelyeket a kordabbi dsatdsok
sordn hagytak itt elédeink. A mddszer segitségével ké-
pet kaphattunk a kordbbi dsatdsok &ltal felhagyott teri-
letrészek dllapotardl, illetve adatokat nyertlink az egyes
éplletrészek funkcidjardl. A késdébbi idészakbdl (pl. 20.
szdzad elejérdl, elsé felébdl) szarmazé targyak felszinre
hozdasaval arrdl is képet kaphattunk, hogy kik fordultak
meg az dkori varos romteriiletén annak felfedezése dta.

Between June 16 and August 13, 2020, we conducted
an instrumental site survey using a metal detector within
the area of the Aquincum civil town, specifically in the
so-called northeastern industrial-commercial quarter
(bounded by Streets A and D, and Keled Road and Su-
jtas Street), as well as east of the old museum building,
along the southern side of D Street.The research cov-
ered approximately 7,400 m?, encompassing the areas
of Buildings I, XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII, XXIX, XXX, XXXI, as
well as XXXII, XXXIIl, XXXV, and XXXV. (Fig. 1) The indi-
rect reason for the metal detector survey was that, in the
short and medium term, we are planning controlled exca-
vations in both areas and the subsequent heritage pres-
entation of the re-excavated buildings. During the project,
we systematically scanned the sites of previously only
partially excavated buildings (within the upper 20-30
cm, a layer already disturbed by earlier excavations), as
well as various spoil heaps left behind by earlier excava-
tions. This method allowed us to assess the condition of
areas abandoned after previous excavations and gather
information about the function of specific building parts.
The recovery of items dating from later periods (such as
the early 20th century) also gave us insight into who had
visited the ruins of the ancient city since its discovery.
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1. kép: Az aquincumi polgdrvdros alaprajza a felméerés terliletével
(Készitette: Kolozsvdri Krisztidn)

Fig. 1. Plan of the Aquincum civil town showing the survey area
(Prepared by Krisztidn Kolozsvdri)

A kutatas tobb mint 140 db fémtdrgyat hozott nap-
vilagra, amelyek zome rémai kori volt, de szép szdmmal
bukkantak fel a késébbi korok emlékei is. A leleteket
minden esetben pontos leirdssal és azonositasi szam-
mal |attuk el, el6keriilési helyliket rogzitettiik és térkép-
re vittuk.

A fémleletek jelentds része kis méretli, amorf dlom-
darabka, vagy vasdarab volt (ezek tetészerkezetekhez,
butorokhoz, illetve kiilonb6zé mdszaki létesitmények-
hez, pl. vizvezetékcsovekhez) tartozhattak. Az egyedi
leletek koziil szamos kiilonbdz6 formajud, méretl és su-
lyd Slomsuly emelhetd ki, amelyek az észak-keleti ne-
gyedbdl szarmaznak. Ezek koziil az egyiken még a suly-
mérték egységét is jeldlték. A nagyszamu ilyen jellegd
lelet jelenléte ebben a negyedben nem meglepd, hi-
szen a hazak féut felé nyilé helyiségeit elsésorban bolt-
ként haszndltdk (Biré—Lang 2018). Ugyanigy sok érem is
elékeriilt, amelyek zome a Kr. u. 2-3. szdzadra keltez-
hetd, és egybevdgnak a varos ismert idérendi adataival
(Ladng 2013). Kiemelhetd Antoninus Pius csdszar (Kr. u.
145-161) un. sestertiusa, amely rendkivil j6 dllapotban
maradt rank. (2. kép) Szembet(ind, hogy a viseleti tar-
gyak kozil szamos fibula, veretek és csatok alkatrészei,
sét fegyvertoredékek (pl. kardkoptatd) is eléfordultak.
A lakéhazak berendezési targyai kozé tartozhattak a
toredékes allapotban fennmaradt bronz bdtor- és |ada-
veretek, valamint a szintén bronzbdl készult kézitikrok
darabjait is dokumentdlhattuk. A targyak el8kerilési
helye is érdekes adalékokkal szolgdlt a vdrosnegyed
funkcidja és az emlékek dllapota szempontjdbdl: mig a
kereskedelmi tevékenységhez kothetd targyak (pl. ér-
mék) inkdbb az éplletek utcafronti részérdl, mig a sze-

2. kép: Antoninus Pius csdszdr sestertiusa (elélap)
(Foto: Komjdthy Péter)
Fig. 2. Sestertius of Emperor Antoninus Pius (obverse)
(Photo by Péeter Komjdthy)

The survey unearthed more than 140 metal objects,
most of which dated to the Roman period, although a
considerable number of later finds were also record-
ed. Each find was given a precise description and an
identification number, and its findspot was recorded
and mapped. A significant proportion of the metal finds
consisted of small, amorphous lead fragments or iron
pieces, which likely originated from roof structures,
furniture, or various technical installations (e.g., water
pipes). Among the individual finds, many lead weights
of various shapes, sizes, and weights were particular-
ly noteworthy, all from the northeastern quarter. One of
the weights even bore a marked unit of measurement.
The presence of such a large quantity of weights is un-
surprising, given that the houses’ rooms opening to-
ward the main road were primarily used as shops (Biré—
Lang 2018). Numerous coins were also recovered, most
datable to the 2nd-3rd centuries AD, aligning with
the known chronological data of the city (Ldng 2013).
A particularly notable find was a sestertius of Emper-
or Antoninus Pius (AD 145-161), which was preserved
in exceptionally good condition. (Fig. 2) Among person-
al accessories, numerous fibulae, mounts, and buck-
le parts, as well as weapon fragments (e.g., a sword
chape), were found. Fragments of bronze furniture fit-
tings, chest mounts, and parts of bronze hand mirrors,
presumably belonging to the furnishings of residential
houses, were also documented. The find locations pro-
vided interesting insights into the quarter’s function and
the condition of the remains. ltems related to commer-
cial activities (such as coins) were primarily found in the
street-facing parts of the buildings, while personal items
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Fig. 3. Fibuldk (Kr. u. 2-3. szdzad) a kutatdsbdl (Foto: Komjdthy Péter)
Fig. 3. Fibulae (2nd-3rd centuries AD) from the survey (Photo by Péter Komjdthy)

mélyes targyak (pl. tiikor, gydrd, fibuldk) inkabb a hatsé
lakétraktusokbdl szarmaztak. (3. kep)

A leletek széréddsa alapjan arra is fény deriilt,
hogy az egykori 6rizetlen rommezé latogatdi és a ko-
rébbi feltdrdsok viszonylag kevés fémtdrgyat hagytak a
felszinkozeli rétegekben. Azok inkdbb a nehezebben
hozzéférhetd, rézslis részeken maradtak meg. Nem
meglepd mdédon a romai kori leletek mellett szép szdm-
mal kertltek el djkori targyak is. A két hdboru kozotti
iskolai egyenruhdhoz tartozé sapkajelvények gyerek-
csoportok gyakori latogatdsairdl tandskodnak, mig a
20. szazadi érmék, sét, gombok és sorosiveg-kupakok
az egykori romkerti piknikek emlékét idézhetik (Lang
2021).
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(such as mirrors, rings, and fibulae) predominantly came
from the rear residential sections. (Fig. 3)

The distribution of finds also revealed that visitors
to the once-unguarded ruins and previous excavations
left relatively few metal objects in the near-surface lay-
ers; items tended to survive in harder-to-reach, sloped
areas. As expected, alongside Roman finds, a significant
number of modern objects were also discovered. Cap
badges belonging to interwar school uniforms testified
to frequent visits by school groups, while 20th-century
coins, buttons, and even beer bottle caps evoked mem-
ories of former picnics held at the archaeological park
(Lang 2021).

CONTRIBUTORS: Orsolya Lang (archaeologist), Adrienn
Vukics (archaeologist), Lajos Sandor (metal detector
survey, Sandex Ltd), Istvdn Fébidn (surveyor), Tibor Ko-
vacs (surveyor)

Orsolya Ldng

References

Biré—Ldng 2018 . Bird, Szilvia—Lang, Orsolya: ,Unpleasant to live in,
yet it makes the city rich”. Industry and Commerce in Military and
Civil Settlements along the Pannonian Limes. In: LIMES XXIII.
Proceedings of the 23rd International Congress of Roman Fron-
tier Studies Ingolstad 2015. Akten des 23. Internationalen Limes-
kongresses in Ingolstadt 2015. Beitrdge zum Welterbe Limes.
Sonderband 4/Il. Hrsg.: Sommer, C. Sebastian—Matesi¢, Suzana
Mainz, 2018, 609-619.

Lang 2013 « Lang, Orsolya: Urban problems in the civil town of Aqu-
incum: the so-called ,,northern band”. Dissertationes Archaeolo-
gicae, Ser. 3 (1) 2013, 231-250. https://doi.org/10.17204/dissar-
ch.2013.231

Lang 2021 - Lang, Orsolya: Mirdl mesélnek az aquincumi régészeti
park fémleletei? Romai tikortdl a 20. szazadi iskolai jelvényekig.
[What do the metal objects in the Aquincum archaeological park
tell us? From Roman mirrors to 20th century school badges.]
Obudai Anziksz, 7(1) 2021, 96-99.

ArcheoBudaPest 2020/19


https://doi.org/10.17204/dissarch.2013.231
https://doi.org/10.17204/dissarch.2013.231
https://doi.org/10.17204/dissarch.2013.231
https://doi.org/10.17204/dissarch.2013.231

